
APPLICATION MATERIALS REQUIRED FOR THE 
MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK 

 
1. Completed JSU Graduate Application for Admission (available online at 

www.jsu.edu/graduate/admission/grad_app.html). 

2. Non-refundable $35.00 application processing fee. 

3. Official transcripts from all colleges/universities with degrees posted.  (Students who 
have previously attended JSU do not need to request a transcript from the university.)  

4. Personal Statement 

5. Three Graduate Reference Forms completed by individuals who can provide 
qualitative assessment of the applicant’s potential for success in graduate course work.  
Reference forms will be submitted electronically. Instructions for submission will be 
sent through email to the applicant upon submission of the online graduate 
application. 

6. A resume, including education, employment, and other applicable social work-related 
experience/skills (e.g., practicum/research experience, presentations, publications). 

7. Social Problem Analysis 

8. If English is not the applicant’s native language, the applicant is required to submit an 
official TOEFL score report, an IELTS score report, or a PTE score report (please refer 
to pages 24-26 of this bulletin). 

9. The Office of Social Work Accreditation (OSWA), part of the Council on Social Work 
Education (CSWE), is recognized by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation 
as the sole accrediting agency for social work education in the United States. The 
office's International Social Work Degree Recognition and Evaluation Service 
(ISWDRES) recognizes academic credentials in social work that are comparable to 
accredited baccalaureate and master's degrees in social work in the United States. 
Recognition is necessary to establish qualifications for employment, graduate school 
admission, membership in the National Association of Social Workers, state licensing, 
and/or certification. Recognition is based on the general comparability of the program 
objectives (as stated in the program catalogue or program's official memorandum) and 
level of the applicant's social work education to social work education in the United 
States.  

See the Graduate Studies website for forms and fee information. All items must be sent to 
Graduate Studies, Jacksonville State University, 700 Pelham Road North, Jacksonville, Alabama 
36265-1602.  

 

MSW Program Specific Admission Academic Requirements 

In addition to meeting general admission requirements of Graduate Studies, applicants for 
the MSW, must meet the following: 

1. An earned baccalaureate degree from an accredited college or university with 
preparation in the social sciences (12 hours minimum) with a curriculum that includes 
literature, biological and/or physical sciences, psychology, and math.   

2. Minimum overall GPA of 3.00 on a 4.00 scale or at least a 3.00 in the last 60 hours of the 
undergraduate degree. 

The MSW Admissions Committee will review all admission and application requirements 
specific to the program.  Admission to the MSW program is determined on a selective basis.  
Meeting the minimum standards for consideration for admission does not guarantee 
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admission to the MSW program. The MSW Admissions Committee may request a personal 
interview with applicants when deemed necessary for application evaluation.    

 

NOTE:  The MSW Admissions Committee reserves the right to make exceptions to admissions 
requirements.  

 

Conditional Admission  

A student with less than a 3.00 undergraduate GPA in the last 60 hours may be admitted on a 
conditional basis, provided the student has a minimum undergraduate GPA of 2.25 and at least 
a 2.75 in the last 60 hours.  

A conditional admission requires the recommendation of the MSW Program Coordinator 
and/or Chair of the Social Work program after a recommendation by the Admissions 
Committee. Students are only admitted by this option if there are spaces available in the MSW 
program. A master’s student admitted conditionally must maintain a minimum GPA of 3.00 in 
all course work.   

Conditional status will be reviewed and may be removed upon completion of twelve (12) 
hours of graduate course work with a GPA of 3.00 or higher.  

 

Degree Progression Policies 

The following progression policies apply for all students accepted into the MSW program: 

 
 Adhere to the standards of conduct specified in the Social Work Code of Ethics and the 

JSU Social Work Professional Standards document. 
 Maintain a GPA of at least 3.00. (The minimum GPA is required for acceptance into the 

field practicum.) 
 Enroll continuously until the degree is completed. (May be exceptions in special 

circumstances)  
 Complete field practicum (900 clock hours for two-year students) in agency settings 

designated by the school’s field coordinator. 
 File Application for Graduation in semester prior to scheduled graduation. 
 Complete the degree within five calendar years from the date of initial enrollment.  

 

Life Experience 

The MSW Program does not award academic credit for life or work experience under any 
circumstances.  There are no exceptions to this policy.  

For more information specific to the MSW program, please contact the Department of 
Sociology and Social Work, 256-782-8208 or the Social Work program website at 
www.jsu.edu/socialwork/. 

 

Advanced Generalist Specialization 

Lavit (2009) defines the Advanced Generalist Practice MSW as the fastest growing academic 
concentration for MSW programs in the United States.  An advanced generalist curriculum is 
particularly indicated for academic programs graduating students who will be working in rural 
and non-urban communities that have very limited infrastructure and capacity (Derezotes, 
2000). In such communities, social workers need to resolve “situations” on their own because 
they cannot refer clients to human service agencies, since such agencies often don’t exist in 
rural/non-urban communities. Social workers must be “one-stop,” resource rich professionals 
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who can manage the complexities of individual social problems within the context of the 
community/environment in which they work. The Advanced Generalist MSW curriculum for 
JSU is to be built on the conceptual framework developed by Derezotes (2000). This framework 
includes: 

• An eclectic base of practice that includes synthesizing and applying highly 
developed knowledge, skills, values and attributes drawn differentially from practice 
paradigms, models, and theories that fit the unique needs of each client in the 
environment. 

• A multimethod approach that uses individual, couple, family, group, and/or 
community levels of practice chosen differentially to fit the unique needs of each 
client/system. 

• A focus on social justice in which the worker/system and client/system cooperate to 
assess demand, and create and distribute resources in a balanced way that meets the 
interrelated needs of individuals, communities, and the natural environment. 

 


